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Believing a a Future state. 


e d is Yee Wes FER more . I 


Rually obſtru8 the Power and Ef- 


Men, than the Prepoſſeſſion, and 


Prejudice againſt the Perſons of 


thoſe wha, dancer to convince us of it: This 


blinds Mens Eyes, and will not ſuffer them to receive | 


it, even when it comes attended with the utmoſt 
Degtee of Light and Evidence. Rather than be 


onyinc'd by a Man they do not like, they will „ 
ke up with the greateſt Abſurdities, and enter- 3} 
ain Notions, which at other Times, they wou dd 


10t be able, ſo much as to think of, with any Pati- 
ence. I cannot but aſcribe much of the Zeal which 


ſome Learned Perſons have expreſs d againſt the 
Doctrine lately taught by the Biſhop of Bangor, to | 


ſome ſuch Cauſe as this. It wou'd not ſure have 


wade all in the Mouth of any ocher As to als 
8 | A 2 Wore ſert 


ficacy of Truth on the Minds of 


. 
99 4 
4 


ſert © that true Piety is founded upon a real unforc d 
Faith in God and a Future State; and that what 
& we call Virtue and Charity is not truly fo, if it 
e proceed only from {ome . worldly Conſiderations, 
« and be not founded upon, and guided by, the 
* Motives of another World. I ſay were it not 
for the Power of Prejudice, I cannot but think thi; | 
Doctrine wou'd have paſs d among Chriſtians with- 
out Cenſure; and if Men had not undertaken a 
Cauſe which cou'd not otherwiſe be defended, they 
 wou'd ſcarce have run into ſuch a violent Extreme, 
zs to aſſert, in ſo many Words, that a certain Per- 
| ſwaſion concerning a Future State, is not neceſſary to 
Dene, ER 
FS. II. I hope it can be no Crime therefore, to re- 
preſent in as plain and convincing a Manner as I 
am able, the evil Tendency of theſe kind of Noti- 
ons, tho this cannot be done without differing from 
ſome very conſiderable Perſons, to whoſe great 
Learning and Abilities, it becomes me to pay all 
juſt Deference and Reſpect. What theſe Gentlemen, 
in their ſeveral Ways, have offer d in Defence (as 
they eſteem it) of our Conſtitution, undoubtedly de- 
ſerves to be conſider d; (and will be fo in due time) 
but it muſt be Matter of Grief and Concern to eve- ; 
ry ſerious Chriſtian, to find Differences of this Na- 
ture attended with ſuch difmal Conſequences, as the 
_ undermining our Future Hopes, and deſtroying th 
very Foundation of all Religion. As for Poſitici 
Conſtitutions, tho' they may have their Uſe in th 
World, they are not neceſſary to our Happineſs} 
another. But if we once come to think in ſo ve. 
| foofſe a Manner, concerning a Future State, and re 
preſent a firm Belief of the Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments of another World, as a needleſs and indifferent 
Thing, there will ſoon be an End of Al Religion: — 
We ſhall take but little Care to attain that Happi- * 
neſs, or avoid that Miſery, of which we have no n,; 
certain Hope or Expectation. 'Y 


* 

— o 

* 
* | 

6 
2.3 
* 
* 


— — . 


— — — . 
dah 848 


— reer. „ 


+ —— - 


„ 


11 .. Dr. Cannon's Words, relating to this Mat- 


t tet, are theſe. * © A certain Perſwaſion concerning a 


it « Future State, is not neceſſary to a Man's bei 


85 « Religious. He who has a x Senſe of his Du» 
« ty to God, and is careful to perform it, cannot 
« doubt. of his being accepted by God; and if in 


* the careful Diſcharge of his Duty to God, he 


e ance of his Being, without laying 


« is as truly Religious as a Man is capable of 


* being.” 


— for Mens Belief of a Future State? 


d hath now given Us the fulleſt Afurance of an- 


15 


Y 8 a _—_ 
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uon, p. 9. 


80. 


4 puts his whole Truſt and Confidence in him, 
« leaving the Iſſues of Life and Death in his Hands, 

and his own Concerns, as to the happy Continu- 
| aim to any + 
© Promiſes, or ſo much as having certain Expecta- 
« tions of Future Rewards after Death, He I ſay, - 


Theſe are very ſhocking Expreſſions to a Chriſtian 
Ear. If they are too plain already to need any Ex- 
planation, yet I could wiſh the Doctor had as plain- 

ly laid before the World, the Reaſons which induce 
him thus to afſerr and teach. It looks like a Scheme 
of Religion calculated for his own Uſe. His Aﬀer- 
tions ſeem to have a very ill Influence on Revealed 
Religion, and even on AY Religion. They render 
the Belief of a Future State, and the other Articles 
that depend upon it, perfectly unneceſſary : For if a 
ertain Perſwaſion concerning a Future State, be not ne- 
Vary to a Man's being Religious, what Neceſlity is 


4 ay, there is ſomething worſe even than this, = 
luded in this new and ſtrange Doctrine. For ſince 


Dr. Cannon's Vindication of the Lower Houſe of Conyoca- 


ger Life, and made the moſt expreſs Promiſes |} 
i Future Rewards after Death; if Men may, not- | 
#ithſtanding this, be as truly Religious as Men are 


render the Services of - Chriſtians true Piety and 


wee Chriſtian Religion, where there are expreſs Pre 


_ Abſurdity than the Doctor cou'd poſſibly be guilty 


Xe . And if this be not neceſſary, when God has 
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capable of being, without a certain Expectat ion of future 
Rewards, or laying any Claim to the Promiſes which 
God hath been pleaſed to make: I ſay, if this be ſo, 
then Men may be Religious without believing any | 
Part of the Cy iſtian Revelation; for they have no 
more Reaſon to believe the Truth of any other Part 
of the Goſpel, than of that which contains the 
1 and Promiſes of Future Rewards after 
This is ſo neceſſary and undeniable a Conſequence 
of the Doctor's Notion, that I can ſcarce think he, 
cou'd miſs ſeeing it himſelf. Tis clear, that he 

| ſuppoſes, a Man may row perform his Duty to 
| God, without believing a Future State; for he op- 
| Poſes his ou Thoughts concerning Religion to the 
| Biſhop's, who was ſpeaking of what is neceſlary to 


* | 


urns 


Religion. Beſides, there is no other Religion, but 


miſes of Future Rewards after Death; and he ſup- 
poſes a Man may be Religious, without laying Claim 
to any ſuch Promiſes ; which woud be a greater 


of, if he were ſpeaking of any but theſe to whom 
ſuch Promiſes were made. But there is no need of 
fo many Words in a Caſe which cannot admit of a 
Diſpute. The Doctor is very expreſs that a certain 
Perſwaſian concerning à Future State IS not neceſſary 


Perſon may, if he pleaſes, aflert, that a certain P- 75 
ſuaſion concerning the other Articles of the Creed, W | 
no more xeceſſary ; and that Men may be truly Re 

ligious, cven tho they go no farther than the Fiſh, W ,, 

Article, and only profeſs to believe in GOD. . , 

If the Bybop had ſaid any thing like this, I ſhou'd 

not have wondęr' d to have found him repreſented 

as at the Head of a Set of Loofe Thinkers, who 1 

| - 
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not believe the Goſpel Revelation; but are for ta- 

a king up with pure Natural Religion: He wou'd 

, then have well deſerv'd the Fong of ſuch Men; li 
Fey ought to have been his profeſs'd Admirers, andi 
d Seconds, when he was doing their Work, and ſerving q 
9 their Cauſe in the World. But, I believe, theſe [ 
e Men underſtand their oun Intereſt better, than to | 
r Admire and Second a Doctrine, which directs ö 


to receive the Words of Eternal Life from YJefus 

Chrift himſelf; to take their Faith from what He 
© deliver d; and to conduct their Practice by the Laws 

he hath laid down, under the Influence of the Me- 
tives, the Rewards and Puniſyments, of another World. 
This is no Doctrine to be admir'd by the Enemies 
of all Revelation: They will like Dr. Cannon's nnich | 
7d)! ß ß 4 61S 
9. IV. The Doctor offers nothing to ſupport this 
new Doctrine, which, 1 freely own, is to me the | 
moſt Offenſive of any thing in his Thoughts concerning 
Religion. All I can do therefore, is to propoſe an 
Argument or Two, which convince me, and I be- 
lieve will ſatisfy the Reader, that thus: to aſſert and 
teach is contrary to the Intereſt of True Religi- |} 
on, and tends utterly ro ſubvert it in the World. ' 
The Doctor ſays, that he who has a right Senſe of 
his Duty to God, and is careful to perform it, is as tru- 5 
y Religious as a Mau is capable of being, tho' be have 
no Expettation of Future Rewards after Death. In An- 
ſwer to which, I ſay, £99, ee MEL ANG. 


Firſt, That Men who have no Perſwaſion concerning a 

| Future State, can have no right Senſe of their Duty to 

' Secondly, That ſuppofing this poſſible, yet they cannot, 

_ ſuch a Perſuafion, perform this Duty as they 
From whence the Concluſion will be natural and 
undeniable, that à certain Perſwaſſon concerning @ 
2 State, is neceſſary to a Man's being truly Re- 

ions. | ; SY. 


$. V. 


come in Time to account all Humane Actions as 


1 75 ſtraints and Obligations of Religion. For (as a 
Learned Divine obſerves) Things are in Themſelves 
as they are in the Judgment and Eſteem of God; who g 


no Diſtinction between Men and Men, Actions 
and Actions, we ſhou'd eaſily be led to eſteem them 
all alike Indifferent in their ow? Natures. But now 
: (as he goes on) there is no other Way for God to 
diſtinguiſh between Men and Men, but by Reward- 
DDiſtinction in his Affections between Us, we may 


Hatred to Puniſh Us; and ſince tis as eaſy to Him to 
follow his Inclinations as not, ſince he can Reward 
Where he Loves, and Puniſb where he Hates, without 


det him from doing it, ſuppoſing that he really 
Loves or Hates, or makes any Diſtinction in his Af- 
fections between thoſe that ſerve and thoſe that 
neglect Him? So that unleſs he reward the One, and 
- Puniſh the Other, he can make no vi/ible Diſtinctiot 
in his Affections between them. If he be contraril 
affected to good and bad Men, his Affections wil 
infallibly appear in his Action,; but if he uſe them 
. alike, it is plain they are alike to Him. So that un- 
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. V. Firſt, Men who have no Perſwafion concerning a 1 
Future State, can have no right Senſe of their Duty to 


God. Unleſs we believe that God will make ſome n 
Difference and Diſtinction between thoſe that ſerve 1 
him, and thoſe that negle& him, we ſhall confound 0 


Good and Evil in our own Apprehegſions, and 
perfectly indifferent, and thereby diſſolve all the Re- 


as. he cannot be miſtaken in eſtimating their Na- 
tures, ſo if we cou'd ſuppoſe that he wou'd make 


and Paniſping them; becauſe if he makes any 


be ſure his Love will incline him to Reward, and his 


any Diſturbance to his own Happineſs, what ſhou d hin- 


| | 8 See D 7 a Scott's Chriſtian Life. Part II. Vol. I. Chap. EI. 
ls 


CD) 


leſs we. ; betlere that God diſtinguiſhes between Good 
and Bad Men, by Rewarding and Puniſhing them, we 
muſt look upon Both as Tndifferent to him, and be- 
lievet that he concerns himſelf neither. with the One, 
or the Other; and if we think it is Indifferent to God, 
whether we are Good or Bad, to be ſure we ſhall 
ä certainly eſteem all Actions Indifferent in Them- 
ſelves. And when once Men come to eſteem all 

Actions Indifferent in Themſelves, they are 

then, of Courſe, free from all the Ties and Obliga. 
tions of Religion; and it will then be Indifferent 
to Them, whether they Wiarſhip- God, or Blaſpheme 
him. + So that unleſs we believe, that God will 
make a Diſtinction between good and bad Men; 
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* 
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0 can have no Power or Force on our Minds. 


b. VI. The Duty we owe to God reſults ” OR 
the Law which he hath been pleas'd to give Us for 


ſuppoſe that God hath given us a Law, and yet 


God hath required that Duty of Us, which he 
doth not expect we ſhou'd perform. Laws are in- 
ſignificant Things, without the Sanction of Re- 
wards. and Puniſhments, whereby Men may be 
induced to the Obſervance of Them: To give 
Laws to Men, without enforcing them with theſe, 
wou'd be to leave it to Mens own Pleaſure Whe- 
ther they were regarded, or deſpiſed ; which is in- 
conſiſtent with the Nature of Laws; for Laws ne- 
ceſlarily imply an Obligation to Obedience; but 
how would it appear that Men were under an Obli- 
pation to obey them, did they leave it indifferent, 
3 to any Good or Evil accruing from it, whether 
they were obey d or contemn'd ? 


'B . VII. 


unleſs we have a certain Expectation that he wil! 
W reward the One, and puniſh the. Other, Religion { 


the Rule and Government of our Lives. Now to 


has not enforc'd our Regard to it by proper San- 
tions, is a great Inconſiſtency: It ſuppoſes that 


— — — 


(109 
FG. VII. A Learned Gentleman is pleas'd to ſay, 
that © all Rewards and Puniſhments ſwppoſe a Du- 
e ty, and that the Duties of Religion are the ſame 
c whether conſider'd with or without the Sanctions“. 
But whatever the Duties of Religion may be in 
Themſelves, they would not certainly appear to Men 
to be the ſame, nor have the ſame Influence on 
them, if they were not accompanied with the San- 
ctions of Rewards and Puntſhmefits. If the San- 
ions of the Divine Law are not effential to the 
Law it ſelf, yet they cannot be deny'd to be of 
abſolute Neceſſity to enforce its Obligation; and 
without a Regard to Them, it will be impoſſible to 
ſecure our Obedience. Nor is this (as the Dean 
fancies) to make the Sanctiont of the Law antecedent 
to the Law it ſelf; for they both bear the ſame 
Date, and are ſo cloſely conjoyn d, as not to be 
ſeparated, without breaking the whole La. 
The Dean ſays, that all Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments ſappoſe a Duty; and T ſay, with as much 
Reaſon, that all Laws ſuppoſe Rewards and Puniſb- 
mente. And I beg to know of what nſe a Lau 
wou'd be, or how it wou'd appear to be a Law, 
to which the Legiſlator expected Obedience, if it 
were not enforced either by Rewards or Puniſh- 
ments ? By what ſhon'd Men be determin'd to ob- 
ſerve; or deter'd from breaking it, if the Conſe- 
quence wou'd be the ſame in both Caſes, and there 
Was no difference between them? If it wou'd be 
of equal Advantage to Us one way as the other, 
it can be no Matter which way we determine our 
ſelves. A Lawgiver doth only Petition his Sub- 
jects to Obey, who doth neither promiſe ſuch Re- 
wards, nor denounce ſuch Penalties, as are ſuf-, 
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5 * Dean Sherlock s Vindication of the Corporation and Telt | 
Acts, p. 99. 


ficient 
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ſicient to ſecure their Obedience. To what end 
ſhould Men ſerve a God, that takes no Notice of 
them; that Regards not what they do; that does 
not take, and will never require any Account of 
their Actions; but fits above in the Heavens as an 


unconcern'd Spectator of what paſſes here on 


Earth? To what Purpoſe ſhould Men croſs their 
own Inclinations, and refuſe to gratify every Ap- 


petite and Deſire, that may miniſter to their pre- 


- Happineſs, Pleaſure and Delight, for his Sake, 
to whom it is altogether indifferent what Men do, 
or what becomes of Them? e 


The Sum of the Argument is this: Nothing can 
be more evident, than that the humane Nature is 
ſo fram'd, as not to be regulated and kept within 

due bounds without Laus; and Laws are perfectly 

uleleſs and inſignificant without Sanctions; and 'tis 
as evident, that nothing leſs than the everlaſting 
Motives of another Word, can be ſufficient to ſe- 
cure Mens Obedience to the Divine Laws; and 
conſequently it is impoſſible a Man ſhould be ef- 

fectually perſwaded and wrought upon, without a 

firm Belief and certain Expectation of a Futures 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments {| 

g. VIII. But the Dean ſays in the next Page, that 

“ our Hopes and Fears do not make Religion; for | 

„ were it not Religion in itſelf, our Hopes and 
« Fears would have as little to do with it, as 
_ © with the molt Indiſferent Actions of our Lives.“ 
Nor is there any Body who ſays that Hopes ang 
Fears do make Religion ; bur the Threatnings and 

Promiſes which are annex d to the Divine Laws, 
are an evidence to Men of the indiſpenſible Ohli- 

gation of them; and the Hopes and Fears which are 


excited and awakened in Us by thoſe Promiſes and 


Threatnings, are abſolutely neceſlary to make Men 
Religious. For if there were no Foundation for ſuch 
Hopes and Fears, or Men cou d once bring them. 
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{elves to believe there was none, all Actions wou'd 
then ſpon become alike Indifferent to them, and 
there wou'd be no ſuch thing as Religion among 

them. And therefore the Dean's worthy Father 
rightly obſerves, that tho' Fear did not make a 
God, 75 it is the natural Principle of that Homage 
and 


orſhip we pay to Him“. I might ſay, 
that Faith does no more make Religion (in the Dean s 


Senſe) than our Hopes and Fears; and yet St. 


Paul * Us that without Faith there can be no Re- 
ligion! 


Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Go; 
for he that cometh to God muſt believe, &c. Whether 


Nen believe or no, there is ſuch a thing as Religion; 


that is, an Homage and Service which is due from 


Men to God, and which he commands, and ex- 
pects they ſhou'd pay unto Him: But without Be- 
lieving, it is not poſſible for Men to be Religious; 
and the ſame is as true of the Hopes and Fears of 
Futurity; which are, indeed, nothing but the pro- 
per and genuine Efefs of that Faith, which is the 
Evidence of Things not ſeen, and the Subſtance, or con- 


fident Expectation, of Thing hoped for. 


$. IX. It may perhaps be ſaid, that there is an 
eſſential and intrinfical difference between Gopd and 
Evil, Virtue and Vice; and therefore Men cannot 


be without all Senſe of their Duty to God, even 


tho' there were no Rewards or Puniſhments to be 


expected in another World. Now it muſt be ac- 


|  knowledg'd that there is fuch a difference; nor do 
I intend to affirm, that ſuppoſing there were no 
| Life expected after this, Virtue and Vice would 


change their Natures, and become altogether the 


ſame. No, as the Nature of Man is at preſent. 
 fram'd, there wou'd be a great difference between 
5 N and Vice; N and they won d each of them fre- 1 
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quently have their natural Rewards and Puniſhments 
in this World, tho' there was no ground to hope 


for, or fear any in another. But this alone would 


be far from being ſufficient to keep up in the Minds 
ol Men, ſo much as a lively Senſe of the differen- 


ces of moral Good and Evil; much leſs coud ie 


preſerve in their Minds ſuch a Senſe of their Duty 
and Obligations to God, as 1s neceſſary to engage 
them to a careful diſcharge of them, and render 
them ſincerely and truly Religious. 
There cannot be a. more effectual way to ſtifle 
the Senſe of Good and Evil, than for Men to have 
no Hope or Expectation of Future Rewards and 
Puniſhments. For let Men be once perſwaded that 
Sin and Impiety ſhall never meet with Puniſhment, and 
it will not be long e re they come to think it does not 
deſerve any; and when they have brought themſelves 


to believe that Good Men ſhall: never be Rewarded, 


they will not eaſily be reſtrained from concluding, 

that Virtue and Vice are but empty Names, and that 
Icke Righteous is not at all more excellent than his Neigh- 

bozr. So that if Men had no Belief or certain Ex- 


P pectation of a Future State, it would very much 
1 weaken the Senſe they have of the eſſential Differ- 
| Fence between Good and Evil, and exceedingly abate 

1 the Force and Efficacy of it on their Minds. For 
> Pothing is more reaſonable than that Good and Evil, 
asthey are differenced in their Nature, ſo they ſhon'd 
0 de in their Rewards; that it ſhou'd be well to them 
o Phar do well, and evil to the evil Man: We find in 
d xperience, that notwithſtanding the natural Re- 
e Prards and Puniſhments of Virtue and Vice, this is 
it Pot always done in the preſent World, but a things 


n Wen alike to al; and often times the beſt Men 
e- [ue the greateſt ſhare of Miſery and Trouble. Now 
TS there were no Life to be expected after this, 
verein good and bad Men ſhou'd receive accord. 
to their reſpective Demerits, it is eaſy to ima» 


gine 


* 


gine how naturally Men would come to believe 


from whom they neither feared, nor hoped for any I Wie 
The ſacred Hiſtory tells us that Abe!, who of. 
fered up a better Sacrifice than Cain, yet met with 
no other Reward for it in this World, but to be 
cruelly ſlain by his wicked Brother, who had of. 


be allowed a place even in his Thoughts 21 
Scheme, in that it ſeems full as neceſlary even to 
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there was no difference in the Nature of Things, ceſl; 
when they found none in the Conſequences of them; the 


and to caſt off all Senſe and Duty to that God, 


fended God by a ſlight and contemptuous Offering. 
Now if Mens Hopes had terminated in this Life, If 
and there was no Rewards to be expected hereaf-M chat 


ter, would not this have been a ſad Example to the A 
World, and enough to have baniſh'd all Senſe off not! 
| God, and Duty to Him, from the Minds of Men, Conc 
do ſee one of the firſt of his faithful Servants thu bette 
| Rewarded ? Nothing is more common than for the Ar 
vileſt of Men not only to go Unpuniſh'd, but to Hane 
Triumph and Proſper ; and for Virtuous-and Good 
| Men to be not only alſo without Reward, but ex: 
pos'd to all ſorts of Injuries, Afflictions and Su. 
| ferings. And is it poſſible in ſuch a State of Things 
for Men to preſerve in their Minds any Senſe 0 
the Duty they owe to God, if they have no Ex 
pectation of a Seaſon of Retribution, when Thing 
which now appear ſo crooked ſhall be made ſtrai 
and every Man ſhall receive according to hi 
5. X. It ſeems ſomewhat ſtrange to me that tht 
Doctor ſhould ſo zealouſly contend for diſcardin 
dhis great Principle of Faith in a Future State, anc Argu 
rendering it ſo altogether unneceſſary to Religion kind 
If he cannot be ſuppoſed to have the greater Re 


gard to ir, as tis one of the moſt important At 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith; yet methinks it mig 


Li 


(15) 
eve ura! Religion. He goes ſo far as to make it ne- 
BS, I ceſſary that Men ſhou d believe God's Government of 
m; Ethe World, in order to their being truly Religious. 
od, I But if we take away the Belief of another World, 
any Viſe and Confidering Men will be apt to entertain 
a very mean Opinion of Providence. For what Rea- 
of-. W (on has any Man to think that God does much con- 
vith cern himſelf with the Affairs of Mankind, who are 
be only to take a ſhort turn or two in this World, and 
of · ¶ ſo leave the Stage, and ſink into their primitive No- 
ing. thing? And therefore we find that as there was no 
Life, ¶ Sec of the Philoſophers; but only the Epicureant, 
that denied the Immortality of the Soul, ſo they 
 theW alſo very conſiſtently deny'd a Providence, and did 
e of not believe that God at all intereſted himſelf in the 
Men, Concerns of Mankind; which was, indeed, nothing 
thu better than to believe no God at al 
r the And the Truth is, it ſcems acknowledg'd on all 


as Univerſal, as the Belief of a God, or any Religi- 
u Worſhip. The very Idolatries of the Pagan World 
prove this beyond Diſpute ; for their Countt7 
Gods were no other than Dead Men and Women, 
conſecrated by the Superſtition of the People, and 
O H worſhipped with Divine Honours and Religious 

W Ceremonies. And thoſe who made Gods of Dead 
Men, and pray'd and offer d Sacrifices to them, and 
expected to be bleſs'd and protected by them, muſt 
believe that they lived after Death; which theß 
cou d not believe without the General Belief of the 
© Immortality of the Soul. And as this is a convincing 

Argument of the general Apprehenſion of Man- 
kind concerning a Future State; ſo it is alſo a De- 
monſtration of the Neceſſity of believing à Future 
State, in order to a due Senſe of God and Religi- 
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Dr. Sherlock: Diſcourſe of a Future State, p. 115. 
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it 0 Hands, * that the Belief of the Souls Immortality is 
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on : Since the Belief of a God, and Religions Wor- 
ſhip is not more Univerſal than the Belief of the 


Soul's Immortality, it ſhews that they cannot be ſe- 


parated, but that the One is abſolutely neceſſary to 
JJ BY EOS neg a re Rea 
F. XI. Szcondly, As Men cannot have a right 
Senſe of their Duty to God, without the Belief 
and certain Expectation of a Future State; ſo nei- 
ther (if we were to allow this poſſible) cou'd any 
thing, but ſuch a Perſuaſion, eſfectually engage them to 
' perform it. It will be allow'd by all, that ſuppoſing 
we have nothing to dread, or hope for, beyond 
the Grave, our preſent Intereſt is all our Concern, 
and we ought, in Reaſon, to judge Things to be 
| Good or Evil, according as they either promote 
or obſtruct our Temporal Advantage and Happi- 
neſs. Now 'tis indeed certain, that there is in 
the general a Natural Good accruing to Us from 
virtuous Actions, and on the contrary a Natural 
| Evil from vicious Ones, which might frequently 
engage us to practiſe the One, and avoid the O- 
ther: But it is certain that there are a great many 
Inſtances wherein, abſtracting from Future Rewards 
and Puniſhments, Vice may be made. more advan- 
tagious to Men than Virtue ; eſpecially by a Cauti- 
ons and Wary Sinner, who takes ſo much Care of 
himſelf, as not to fall under publick Cenſure or 
- Reproach. It wou'd be eaſy to think of many In- 
ſtances of this Kind. Now in this Caſe, what but 
the Motives of Future Happineſs and Miſery, can 
 . be ſufficient to ſecure Mens Obedience to the Laws 
bol Virtue, when their Temporal Intereſt leads them 
to diſobey them? What ſhou'd engage a Man to de- 
ny himſelf thoſe Profits and Pleaſures which other 


Men allow themſelves, when they are not attended 


with Infamy or Danger? What but the Proſpe& of 
another World, can animate a Man to be virtuous 


in a leud Age, and in Evil Company ; and oo to 


A * * 2 \ 4 


8 


have the Courage and Proweſs, to confront a hole 
World with his Example? So that „ the Perſwa- 
* ſion of a Judgment to come, is the greateſt Awe 


« upon Mens Conſciences, the principal Motive 


of Virtue and Piety, the moſt powerful Reſtraint 


« and Check upon Vice and Wickedneſs; and in- 


_ « deed, the Sinew of Civil Government, and Bond 
/ / :...-; - 1 
We may ſuppoſe Men to practiſe ſome Virtues 
and avoid ſome Vices, without the Belief of a Fu- 
ture State; but this wou'd be the Effect merely of 
a Regard to their preſent Happineſs, Convenience, 


and Advantage; and conſequently it cou'd not be 
ſufficient to engage them to diſcharge the hole of 
their Duty; eſpecially when it ſhou'd be attended 
with Difficulties and Sufferings. However Men might 


perform ſome common and ordinary Duties, with- 


out the Expectation of Future Rewards; yet when 
Virtue is attended with ſuch Inconveniences and 
Afflictions as are grievous and intolerable to Hu- 


mane Nature, it will hen appear unreaſonable to 
require a Man to chuſe that for a . that will 
fe 


rob him of the Comfort of his Life; nor cou'd 

Men be brought by any Conſiderations, to ſubmit 

, y 
$. XII. When it comes to this, that we muſt part 


with all our worldly Enjoyments, in order to keep 


our Religion; it muſt then ſure be allowed, that no- 
thing leſs than the certain Expectation of Future 
Rewards, is ſufficient to make a Man Truly Reli- 
gious. What ſhou'd engage any Man to ſuffer the 
Loſs of all Things, even of Life it ſelf, if he have 
no Expectation of any Reward or Recompence in ano-- 
ther World? Can a Man be ſuppoſed to lay down 
bis Life for the ſake of Religion, and, in the Do- 
cor's Words, © leave the Iflues of Life and Death 
pr. Goodman's Winter Evening Conference. Part II. P 19. 
7 r EG tn 


_ 


* 
* in God's Hands, without laying Claim to any 
© Promiſes, or ſo much as having a certain Expe- 
cc 'Qation of Future Rewards after Death?“ Socrates 
1s obſeryed to ſpeak ſomewhat darkly, and with 
ſome Appearance of doubting, concerning another 

Life, (as he often did in other Matters, about which 
he had the greateſt Aſſurance.) But it was always 
eſteemed the moſt convincing, Argument of his be- 
ing fully perſwaded that he ſhou'd be happy in an- 
ther World, that he was ſo ready to part with this, 
and lay down even his/Life for the ſake of his Reli- 
gion. St. Paul's Argument for the Hope of Chriſti- 
ans in another Life, is very ſtrong and unanſwera- 
ble: If in this Life only we have Hope in Chriſt, we are 
of all Men moſt miſerable, And why ſtand I in Jeo- 
pardy every Hour, &c? To what Purpoſe, and to 
what Advantage do I continually eſpouſe my ſelf 
to Perſecutions and Death it ſelf, if there be no 
Reſurrection, nor Future State, in which I may 
hope for a Reward? We read of Thouſands of 
Martyrs, who have not only gone out of this World, 
with Smiles in their Faces and Songs in their Mouths, 
but have choſen Death when they might have liv'd 
as freely, as happily, and as long as other Men. 
Now what ſhoud engage Men thus to deſpiſe the 
Preſent Life- and World, if they have no certain 
Hope and Expectation of any other to come ? The 
Heroick Words of One of the Seven Brethren to 
Artiachus, do expreſs the true and only Ground of 
Martyrdom, and ſuffering for Religion. Thou like a 
Fury takeſt us out of this preſent Life, but the King of 
the World hall raiſe us up, who have died for his Laws, 

to N „ GS ECL OS 
FS. XIII. The Doctor ſuppoſes that Men may put 
their whole Truſt and Confidence in God without any Ex- 
peftation of Future Rewards, * But (as Dr. Sherlock 
* well obſerves) no Man can truſt God in this 
bar a World, who has not a ſtedfaſt Faith in God for 


« the 


„ 
ct the Rewards of the next; for the External Admi- 
cc niſtrations of Providence are not always what 
« we could wiſh ; but Good Men are well con- 
© tented, and have great Reaſon to be ſo, to take 
„ this World and the next together; and there- 
« fote are not ſolicitous about prefent Things, 


« hut leave God to chooſe what Condition for 
, e them he pleaſes, as being well affur'd of his 
; « Goodneſs, who hath prepared for them eternal 
- Rewards“ * Thoſe who can truſt God with their 
- Souls, for an immortal and unſpeakable Happineſs, 
may well truſt him with the Concernments of their 


Bodies, even in the moſt dark and melancholly Cir- 
cumſtances: But the Caſe wou'd be quite otherwiſe, 
if our Hopes were confin'd to this Life ; there 
wou'd be no faying then with Job, The" he flay me, 
e 
5. XIV. It is not, indeed, neceſſary to the Bi- 


ſhop's Vindication, but yet it may be proper to re- 
mind the Reader, what Religion he was ſpeaking 
of, when he affirms the Neceſſity of acting with 
Regard to a Future State, in order to render our 
Actions truly Religious; it is the CHRISTIAN 
Religion. Now do not the Scriptures every where 
make this abſolutely neceſſary, that we” ſhou'd not 
only avoid performing Religious Duties upon the 
mean and low Motives of this World; only to 
ſerve our Temporal Intereſts and Deſigns ; to com- 
paſs the Ends of Covetouſneſs and Ambition, of 
Pride and Vain- glory; but that we ſhould alſo do 
all with a fincere Regard to God, and in Hope of that | 
Eternal Life which he hath promis'd to them, who by pa- |} 
tient Continuance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour, | 
and Immortality? Are we not commanded to waſh 
by Faith, and not 'by Sight - to look not at the Things 75 
which are ſeen, but at the Things which are not ſen ; to 
ere "> S | 199 
Practical Piſeourſe of Death, p. 74. 
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„ 

Jive by Faith, to ſet our Affections on Things above, and 
not on Things on the Earth? But now if Death cer- 

tainly put an End to us; or it were an indifferent 

Matter whether we had a certain Expectation, or 

cou'd lay any Claim to the Promiſes, of Future Re- 


ward, ſuch a Life of Faith as it appears from theſe 


Kind of Expreſſions to be the Deſign of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion to bring Men to, wou'd be a very 
unaccountable and abſurd Way of ſpending our 


Time; to waſte our few and ſhort Days in Hope 
and Expectation, when Death may ſo quickly come, 


and put an End to us, and all our Hopes. If we 
had no Expectation of any Life but the preſent, it 
woud certainly be moſt reaſonable to make the beſt 
Ve can of it; and to ſpend it in preſent Enjoy ments, 
not in Fans and Hoe: ²˙ ⁰ a nl gent 


It is obſervable that St. Paul continually makes 
this the great Argument to engage Chriſtians in a 
conſtant Endeavour to pleaſe God, that they muſt 
appear before him in Judgment. Mpberefore we la- 


bour that whether preſent or abſent ue may bs accepted of 


him ; for we muſt all appear before the Judgment Seat of 
cCbrist, &c. And knowing (ſays he again) the Terror 


of the Lord, we perſwade Men. And Rom. 1. 16. He 


tells us, that one principal Thing which made the 


Goſpel of Chriſt ſo powerful for the Salvationof Men, 
was the terrible Denunciations of it; becauſe therein 


the Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven againſt all 
_ Urrighteouſueſs and Ungodlineſs of Men. And, to men- 


tion no more, the Doctor himſelf hath pointed out 


a remarkable Text to the ſame Purpoſe But 
nom he commandeth all Men every where to repent; be- 


cauſe he hath appointed a Day in which he will Judge 


the World in Rig eouſueſs. Tis obſervable, that theſe 
Words lie in that very Diſcourſe of St. Paul 8, 


| wherein the Doctor tells us is more eſpecially contain- 

ed what God judged neceſſary to be preach d to Men, 

in order to the Recovery of pure Religion, ie 
very ot pi Tim 


\ 


Time ſadly corrupted among the Jews, and almoſt 
periſh'd among the Gentiles. So that it ſeems, ac- 
cording to the Doctor himſelf, the Preaching of a 
Future Judgment was by God judg'd neceflary for 

the Recovery of pure Religion; and therefore the 
Belief of it muſt be nou neceſſary to a Man's being 
truly Religious: But how this can be reconcil'd 

p with the Doctor's other Aſſertions, that a Man may 
r be'as truly Religious as a Man is capable of being, 
e ouly by a Belief in Gd; and that Religion is built 
» upon wrhing elſe but a real Faith in God; I profeſs 

e myſelf unable to diſcern, W 

* 
t 


I think I may, upon the Whole, conclude, that 

n certain Perſugſion concerning a Future State, is ne- 
85 ceſſary to a Man's being Religious: The Neceſſity 
5 of this Principle to the 6 


es and Actions, is the Ground of that Saying, which 
a2 WK a moſt Judicious Divine obſerves was in uſe among 
it WM the Rabbins, That Paradiſe and Hell are Two of the 
a Seven Pillars upon which God is ſaid to have 


ef founded the World. As if it cou d not be upheld 


of vithout ſuch a Support. 


overnment of Mens Lives 


ror | . XV. It may be now proper eng 


le I another Paſſage or two in the Doctor's Thoughts, 
he which it has not yet fallen in my Way to conſider. 
en, At the 25th Page he takes Occaſion to cite theſe 
ein Words in the Biſhop's Sermon---- For my own 
all Part, I think it is of the very Eſſence of true 
Piety, to be built upon a real and unforc'd Faith 
in God, and a Future State. The Doctor bas 
ſeveral Objections againſt this Paſſage ; the Chief 
of which is, that his Lordſhip has plac'd Religion 
upon too broad and firm a Foundation; and there- 
fore he again rejects a Future State, as not at all 
neceſſary ro the Support of Religion. — I ſay 
* (lays he) that true Piety is built upon a 


* Biſbop Wilkins's Natural Religion, f. 17. 
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this God; that he takes notice of, and will inte, 


(22) 


real Faith in God, and neceſſarily upon nothing | 


<« eſſe.” 1 wou'd have all imaginable regard for the 
Doctor's Character; but realiy his Conduct in this 
matter, gives one too much occaſion to ſuſpect that 
he ſets Religion upon one Foot, only that he may 


the more eaſily throw it down. 


—* 


Religion (he ſays) is built upon nothing elſe, but Faith 


in God, I ſay, that al Religion, and particularly 
the Chriſtian Religion, is built upon the firm Belief 
of a Future State, as well as Faith in God. Ian 
ſure St. Pau joins the certain Expectation of a Re- 

wurd from God, with the Belief of his Being and 
Exiſtence; and ſpeaks of the one as equally neceſſary 
to a Man's being Religious, with the other. He 
that cometh to God n 


muſt believe that be is, and that he 


2 @ Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. And 
ſince the Scripture, and even Reaſon, hath ſo firmly 
joyn d theſe together, the Doctor did not do well, 
in ſo Magiſterial a manner, to put them aſunder. 


We ſee, according to the Apoſtie, that Faith in God, 


and a certain Expectation of the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
who ſerve him, is the Foundation upon which all Re- 
ligion is built, and the Foundation from whence it 
ſprings; and that unleſs we believe, not only that 
SGSod is, but alſo that he will Reward thoſe who 
ſeek to pleaſe Him, it is impoſſible and unreaſon- 
able that Men ſhou'd attempt to pleaſe Him, or be 
! y OE ig eras 
Ir is juſtly obſerv'd by a great Divine, that all Acts 
of Religion being reaſonable, they do ſuppoſe both 
an Object, and an End; that there is a God to be 
worſhipp'd, and that it is not in vain to ſerve 
him. In order to engage Men to Worſhip God, it 
is not only neceſſary that they believe there is à 
God; a Being of all poſſible Excellency and Per- 


fection, which may challenge their Eſteem and Ve- 
neration; but they muſt believe.alſo. the 


bly 


. 
bly Reward thoſe that Serve and Obey Him. What 
Eyes wou'd be lifted up to Heaven, or Hands 
ſtretched out, if there were not a firm Perſwaſion 

in the Minds of Men, that they ſhould not ſeek the 
Face of God in vain ? The Exiſtence of God is the 
frft Pillar, and his Goodneſs in Rewarding the 
next, upon which coming to bim (which includes all 
the Parts of Religion) is eſtabliſh'd : He that comes 
unto God, muſt believe that he is, and that he is a Re- 
warder of thoſe that diligently ſeek Him. If we cou'd 
imagine, that Men ſhoud have ſome Notion of 
God's Being, but at the. ſame time believe nothing 
of the Rewards he hath promis'd to thoſe. who ſin- 
cerely love and ſerve him; the conſequence wou'd 
certainly be, that there wou'd be no ſuch thing as 
ſerving of God, but Religion wou'd neceſſarily be 
baniſh'd from among Men. So that Religion muſt. 
neceſſarily be built upon the Belief of a Future State, 
as well as Faith in God ; for true Piety, and the 
Hopes of Immortality, are like Hypocrates's Twins, 
ey ive and die together. oo onion edt | 
$. XVI. For the farther confirmation of this we: 
might appeal to common Experience, and Obſerva- 
tion. Tis very well known, that the Sadducees a+ 
mong the Fews, and the Epicureans among the Phi- 
lolophers, were as remarkable for their negle& of 
God and Religion, as they were ſingular in deny- 
ing the Immortality of the Soul, and a Future State 
of Rewards and Puniſhments. It is obſerv'd. alſo 
dy Aaverius, that among the ſeveral Sects of Reli- 
gion, which he found in Japan, as there was but 
one which denied the Immortality of the Soul, ſo 
hey were a ſort of notoriouſly wicked and vicious 
berſons. And, in ſhort, I may venture to affirm 
with a very learned and judicious Writer *®) that 


* Dr. Sherlock of a Future State, p 118. if e 


of a Future State is ſo much the Foundation of Re- 


„ it is built upon, whatever it be, cannot be the 


cConſiſtent with a willing Choice; this ſeems to ex- 


e 
there cannot one Inſtance be given, from the begin- 
ning of the World to this Day, of any one truly 
virtuous Man, who did not believe another Life; and 
the more firmly he believ d it, the more virtuous he 
was. Sothat if we.may form any Judgment in this 
Matter, from the Experience and Obſervation of 
Mankind, it is evident that the certain Expectation 


ligion, that it cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt without it: 
True Religion, and the Hopes of Future Happi- 
neſs, will always ſtand and fall together. 

5. XVII. But the Doctor adds, that © That which 


« very Eſſence of it.” If I ſhou'd ſay that this is 
very trifling, I think, I might be ſecure of a Pardon, 
even from the Doctor himſelf. That ſure, may well 
enough be calld the Foundation, and Eſſence too, 
of a Thing, without which that Thing cannot le: 
And this is the relation that a real and unforcd 
Faith in God and a Future State bears to Religion. 
The Doctor has another Objection of the ſame kind 
in the next Page. It is a little obſcurely expreſs'd, 
but if 1 * him, it is to this purpoſe; That 
ſince the Biſhop repreſents a Terrifyd Heart, as in- 


clude the Terrors of the other World, as well as 
the Menaces of the preſeut; they being equally in- 
_ tended to Terrify the Heart. Now it muſt be al- 
low d, that the Denunciations of God are intend - . 
ce d to terrify Sinners, and to make them flee from the 
Wrath to come. But they muſt be believed before 
they can have any Efficacy on the Minds of Men; 
and relating, as they do, to things Future and I 
wifible, here is full room for the Excellency of out 
Faith, the Trial of our Virtue, and a willing Choice: 
| Whereas to do a good Action merely upon the cet: 
tain Proſpect of an immediate Reward, or refrain 3 
bad one, only upon the: irreſiſtible Dread of fo ue 


al 


« 


dliate Puniſhment, takes off from the Virtue and Va- 


lue of thoſe Actions; makes them the Effect of Ne- 
ceſſity, not of Choice; and leaves our Obedience 
void of that Excellency, which wou'd render it 
"_ of. Praiſe and Reward. © 


VIII. The other learned Perſon, who hath 
thought fit to expreſs his diſſatisfaction with what 


the Biſhop has ſaid on this Argument, brings ſeveral 
other ObjeRions, which it may be proper now to 
conſider. He ſays, that © upon his Lordſbip's Stare 
« of the Caſe, Religion is not founded in the Re- 
lation between God and Man, or in the Senſe of 
« Duty ariſing from thence, but in pure Se/fibreſs : 
We are not Religious out of a Senſe that we 
©* ought to ſerve God, but out of a Senſe that we 


true Piety, to be built upon a real and unforc'd Fai 


* fider'd as practis'd under the Belief of a Su- 


ſtly includes a Senſe of the Duty ariſing from 


. the Relation between God and Man. So that the 
Biſbop contends as much for Mens being Religious 
out. of a Senſe of Duty to Cod, as the Dean himſelf. 
He does not, indeed, make it inconſſtent with 2 
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Dean Sherlock's Vi 
35 3 
t At wet to the Repreſentation, p. 153. 


— 


« ought to ſerve our ſelves.” 1 was really concern d 
to ſee the Dean deſcend ſo much below his Cha- 
tacter, as to introduce this Accuſation with a moſt 
palpable Miſrepreſentation. He ſays, that upon the 
Biſhop's State of the Caſe, Religion is not founded 
in the Relation between God and Man, or in the 
Senſe of Duty ariſing from thence. And yet the 

Biſhop moſt expreſly ſays, that it is of the Eſſence of ; 


in God, and a Future State. And the Words im- 
mediately following thoſe quoted by the Dean, 
are f © If Religion be Virtue and Charity, con- 


T: prome Governour and Judge” —— Which ma- 
nife 


ndication. of the Corporation and Teſt | 
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- DP 
| + Senſe of Duty to God, to be ſway'd by the Mo- 
|  rives he hath thought fir to propoſe to Men, for the 

Encouragement of their Obedience to his Laws ; 
and abfurdly call this nothing but pure Selfibneſe, 

and only the Serving of our Selves. For, when all is 

done, there can be no higher Act of Faith in God, 
nor more proper Expreſſion of the ſenſe we have of 

our Duty to Him, than to be ſway'd by the Mo- 7 

tives, the Rewards and Puniſhments, by which he 60 
enforces our Obedience, and Regard to his Laws. 0 
If the Biſhop had talk'd in the Strain of his Ad- l 
ſt 


- 3 1 


verſaries, and repreſented true Religion as what might 
be promoted by the Motives of this World ; Force 7" 
and Flatrery ; Intereſt and Advantage; he might el 
Well then have been charg'd with teaching Men to be te 
Religious, not out of a ſenſe of Duty to God, but th 
out of à ſenſe that we ought to ſerve our Selves. ed 
This is the true Doctrine of Seiſſineſi; but to teach B. 
Men to regard their trueſt and moſt laſting Intereſt, 
in the Future and Unſeen World, is worthy of a 


„ cv Xa EROS Ki 
Ils it pure Selfibneſs to prefer infinite and unſpeak- 46 
able Happineſs, to the temporary Enjoyments of 7 
Sin; and to have rveſpef? to the Recompence of "Reward ? TY 
Nay, does it deſerve no better Name than pure Sed WW © 
« ( 


| fibneſs, to do that upon the certain Expectation of 
future Bleſſedneſs, which Men cou'd not be pre- 
_ . © vaild upon to do, upon any lower Confideration ? 
I may tell the Dean that this kind of 'Self/bneſs, is 2 
Virtue that has been much -pra&is'd by Saims and 
Martyrs, * the rh of o which is in the Goſpel. It is 
ſerving our ſelves in ſuch a way, as God allows and 
commands; and is well becoming the Reaſon and 
Underſtanding wherewith he hath endow'd Us; 
which naturally prompt Us to deſire and. conſult 
our own Preſervation and Happineſs: And the 


* Remarks on the Biſhop of Bangor's, Treatment of the Clergy 


= 


and Convocation, p. 22. 


9 | ws | | Good- | 
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Goodneſs of God is ſuch, that he eſtecems this the 


beſt Expreſſion of our Duty to Himſelf, and looks 


upon Us as ferving Him in the moſt acceptable 


manner, while we are thus yay our own trueſt 


= laſti _—_s Intereſt. 


To this the Zheng: adds an Obſervation, 855 
at Wach 1 muſt confeſs, I was not a little furpris'd. 


This Doctrine (ſays he) i e. that true Religion 


* ſeems to take a pleaſure in ſaying things 


a ſtrange and ſurprizing, and which may make a Read- 
\t er ſtare and look about him: But I did not expect 


6 to hear even him aſſert that Epicmus taught Men 


ut the Practice of Virtue, as founded upon and guid- 


hopes beyond this Life; and therefore ſhou'd make 


To morrotiu we die, was their favourite Aphoriſm 3 


of the ſame Forge. 


Primus in Orbe Deos fecit Timor; 
| The Belief of a God was at firſt owing 10 Fear ; 


Unleſs. he will affirm, that it is the ſame thing to | 
lay, it war ouly'Bear made a God; and to teach Men, 
gh ire Na is founded in the Fear and Revereuce 
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4 be founded upon, and guided by, the Morives of 
another WWorld,- is in its proper place when it ap- 
« pears in the School of Epicurus. I know the 


ed by the Motives of another World: When every 
Body knows,: he profeſſedly taught that Men had no 


the beſt of it while they enjoy'd it, without Fear 
or Regard of the Future ; Let us eat and. drink, for 


© Let us enjoy our ſelves to Day, for Tomorrow 
* will put an end to our Pleaſures ; all will termi- 
nate with it, and there is nothing afterward that 
can cauſe either Hope or Fear.” _ This is the well- 
known Doctrine of the Epicureans 7 If the Dear bas 
had a different Account of it, he ought to cite his 
Authority, leſt: the World ſuſpect that this ew Do- 
Qrine of Epicurus, and Noah's Speech, came both out | 


"0 Poet $Saying does nor s at all mend the matter, 
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of Solomon in the Proverbs, The Feat of the Lord is the 
beginning of ius. 
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of God ; which are juſt as much alike 'as the Fool's | 


ſaying in the Pſalms, that there h no Cod; and that 


$. XX. Bur tho' he wou'd moſt abſurdiy make 


the Bijbop's Doctrine in its proper place in the School 


of Epicurus ; I may truly ſay, that his own Doctrine 


came out of the Schools of the Sadduces: Sadoc, the 
| Maſter of the Sect, out of an indifcreet Zeal to 
teach ſomething above others, and-indeed above the 
Pitch of humane Nature, inculcated this Doctrine 


upon his Scholars, that Religion and Virtue ought 
to be loved for themſelves, tho' there were no Re- 


ward of Virtue to be hoped, nor Puniſhment of Vice 
to be feared, in another World; becanſe the Ex- 


"TE of theſe, made Religion not ſo much the 


Service of God, as of our Selves. The Followers 
of this zealous Man, out of an extreme Qppoſition 
to the Phariſees, improv'd upon his Doctrine; and 
not only aſſerted with Dr. Cannon and Dr. Sherlock, 
that it was not neceſſary to Religion 10 believe a Future 
State ; but at laſt peremptorily maintain'd, that there 
was no Life after this; neither Angel nor Spirit, &c. 


And the Lives of theſe Men was of a- piece with 


their Belief, and a very juſt Comment upon their 
_ own Doctrine; as may be ſeen by the Character 
_ which Joſephus gives of them. He ſays, that the 
Commonalty of the Jews were of the Se& of the 
| Phariſees, but moſt of the Rich and Great Men 


were Sadduces; which is an Evidence that this dry 


| Speculation, of loving Religion and Virtue. for 
. themſelves, without any ExpeRation of Future Re- 
Wards, did end in their giving over all ſerious re- 


gard to Religion; and becauſe they hoped for no- 
thing in another World, therefore they ſolely apply d 
themſelyes to the Buſineſs of the preſent, and plac 
all their Happineſs in the Enjoyments of it. 


L \ $4" Ala 's 
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e 
«s . XXI. Not but that what the Dean ſays is 
t If very true, that there is a Natural Beauy in Religi- 
„ oa, and a very great Comelineſs in the Service of G; 
and this may well make Men enamour'd with it; 
te and may perha be ſufficient to engage them to 
ol! the Practice of Virtne in ſome Inſtances, and in 
ne ſome Degree; when they have no great and vio- 
he ent Temptations to the contrary: But if we con- 
to ſider the Difficulties, and even the Miſeries and Cala- 
he BE nities, Virtue, is frequently attended withal, in 
ne this World, this Notion will appear a very jejune 
zht I and dry Speculation, and very unlikely to have 
de- much Effect on the Lives and Manners of Men. 
ice For (as a Great Man expreſſes it) tho a Man were 
Ex- never ſo much in love with Virtue for the Native 
the Beauty and Comelineſs of it, yet it wou'd ſtrange- 
ers ly cool his Affection to it, to conſider that he ſhou d 
ion de undone by the Match; that when he had it, he 
and MW muſt go a begging with it; and be in Danger of 
lock, Death, for that which he had choſen for the Hap- 
e, AE bs Lo 
There may perhaps be ſome. Truth in that Max- 
im of the Stoicks, that Virtue is its own Reward; and 
tis certain that Good Men do find a ſtrange kind 
of inward Pleaſure and ſecret Satisfation of Mind 
in the faithful Diſcharge of their Duty : But, I be- 
lieve, eyery Man that looks into himſelf, and con- 
ſults his own Breaſt,” will find that this Delight and 
Contentment ſprings chiefly from the Hopes Men 
conceive that a Holy and Virtuous Life ſhall not be 
unrewarded-in another Life; they have Joy unſpeak- 
able, becauſe their Hopes are full of Immortality. 
The Dean, if he pleaſes, may go on to repreſent 
this as pure Selfiſbueſs 5/and put unreaſonable Scru- 
ples into Mens Heads, as if the Service of God, up- 
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* Arobbiſbop Tillorſou's'F oft. Sermons, Vol. 9. p. * 8. 
5 | >, "Oh 


g = Upon which he adds--- © Whereas the Practice of 


Duty to God, to the Motives o 


Fn (30) 
on à Proſpect of the Rewards which he ! hath pro- 
mis d, was no better than à mercenary ſerving of I pr 
Theniſetves ; but Virtue without theſe Hopes, wou'd 
have but little Influence and Effect upon the Minds 
of Men. Thoſe therefore who go about to ſeparate 
Religion, and the Hopes of Immortality, arc juſt 
as wiſe as that Good Woman who carry d a 
Pitcher of Water in one Hand, and a Pun of Coals 
in the other, and being asked, what ſhe intended to 
do with them, anſwer'd ; that ſhe intended with 
the One to burn up Heaven, and the Other to 
quench Hell, that Men might love God and Vir- 
tue for their own ſakes, without Hope of Reward ot 
C | AEDT OL IT WTIEY 
S8. XXII. I think. I may venture to. affirm that e- 
very One of the Dean's other Objections againlt I.. 
the Biſhop's Doctrine, are grounded upon nothing Wh, 
but low and unworthy Miſrepreſentations. He 
goes on to lay (p. 100.) that © he was ſurprizd 
 _< and aſham'd to hear a Chriftian Biſhop aſſert, that 
de the Practice of what we call Virtue and Charity 
* is not truly ſo, unleſs it be founded upon, and 
e guided by, the Motives of another World. 


c Virtue and Charity, founded upon a Senſe of Du- 
ty to God, is molt certainly true Religion.” MW; 
The plain Deſign of this Repreſentation, is to lead i 
Men to think, that the Bribop oppoſes a Senſe of 
. World; 

| whereas his Lordbip puts the Motives of another 
World, in Oppoſition to nothing but the Motives of 
this World; Force and Flattery, and Tempora! En- 
couragements, apply'd by Men to promote what 
they eſteem Religion. I wiſh the Dean had been 
ſo Good as to give us the Words immediately for 
lowing. thoſe he has quoted, and which are ths | 
{ame in Senſe with them. Religion is Virtue and. 
« Charity, conſider d as practis d under the Bale „An 


e MS 
ro- ¶ of a Supreme Governor and judge: This inward 
of Principle is that alone, which makes it Religion. 


ud -Wil this moſt J#/ortby Perſon ſay, that it is poſſi» 
nds & ble for Men ro practiſe the Duties of Religion, up- 
ate ¶ on the Belief of a Supreme Governor and Judge, 


without @ Senſe of their Duty to God? I will ven- 
ture to affirm, that the Practice of Virtue and Cha- 
rity founded upon, and. guided by, the Motives of 
another World, is the higheſt Evidence Men can 
poſſibly give of the due Senſe they have of their 
Daty to God; and therefore is very abſurdly put 
by the Dean, in Oppoſition to it. 

He was (he ſays) aſham'd and ſurpriz d to hear 
the Biſbop aflert this Doctrine; and I am as much 
iam d and ſurpriz d to hear him aſſert the contra- 
ty; and ſo muſt every other Perſon, who conſiders 
his Lordi ys Words in their true and obvious Senſe, 
and not in that to which he wou'd pervert and di- 
or: them That is not truly Virtue and Charity 
lays the Biſbop) which, is not founded Ar- and 
zuided by, the Motiyes of another World. The 
dean muſt, by all Means, underſtand: this as if his 
rdbip made it neceſſary, that we ſhould aGualy, 
mend the Attainment of everlaſting Happineſs, and 

Avoiding of everlaſting Miſery, in every Reli- 
nous Action, without any Regard to our Duty and 
igations to God: Whereas the whole Tenor of 
W's Lordbip's Argument demonſtrates, that he 715 | 
Wt nothing but the Neceſſity of being under the ge- 

al and habitual Influence of the Motives of ano- 

er World; that our Actions ſhould flow (as he 
nſelf expreſſes it) from the... ſincere Belief, of 
God, a Supreme Governor and Judge; or, in o- 
ter Words, the Belief of à Future State; hi 


mot be ſuppos d in a Ciriſtian, without implying 
eee beet 
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that he is led to it by the Revelation"of / lh m 
Chriſt; and that he ſincerely profeſſes himſelf "his ©: 
Diſciple. His Lordbip ſays nothing but what is? 


ſaid by St. Pau! himſelf, when he exhorts Chriſti- ©. 
ans to walk by Faith and not by Sight ; with a View ©: 
(char is) to the future and unſeen World; and not as 
guided by Things preſent and ſenſible, the Riches © - 
and Honours, and Pleaſures of this World. And 


_ this is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with a Senſe of ©} 


ſuch Motives as regard God and another World 


But contending with Men who would promote ti 


Duty to God, that it evidently ſuppoſes and includer © | 
in it every other Religious Principle of Action 
— ET , IA 
The Biſhop, indeed, ſays nothing but what is ge- 
nerally ſaid by all Good Writers on this Argu 
ment: That in order to render any thing we do at 
Act of Religion, it is neceſſary that we do it upo 
| Religious, and not Horldly Motives; that is, upon 


in Oppoſition to Men and our preſent Temporl 
Advantages; that the predominant and ſwaying 
 Motives of our Obedience ſhould be a Senſe 0 
God's Authority, and of our Duty and Obligat 
on to him; a Fear of his Diſpleaſure and Threat 
nings; and the Hopes of that glorious Reward 
Which he hath promiſed to all that ſincerely. lor! 
and ſerve him. He does not exclude any tri) 
| Religious Motive, from an Influence on us in thi 
| — 45 of our Duty; he does not make it! 
| ceſlary for Chriſtians to be attuallhj and immediang 
influenc d by one ſuch Motive more than another 


Intereſt of Religion by Worldly Motives, he oppe 
ſes to theſe ſuch as are Future and Eternal; he R 
reſents the Neceſſity of acting upon theſe Motive 

if we wou'd have our Performances eſteemed a 
rewarded by God, as Acts of Religion That th 
is his Lordbips Deſign in theſe Paſlages, is ſo cle 
and evident, that I really am amaz'd at the 7a 
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mean Endeavours to repreſent it otherwiſe. © That 


his” ©: fncere Belief (ſays his Lordſpip *) which turns the 
t ig f outward Acts of Virtue into Religion, can be 
iti work d in Men by no Method, as I know of, 


+ but! by the Reprefentation of the Great Argu- 
tas] © ments. there are for that Belief; and particularly 
ches © of the Truth of our Bleſſed Lord's Reſurrection 
Andi © from the Dead; who appear d amongſt Men to 
le offl © prapoſe the Motiues of anotber Word, to counter- 
lde © ballance the Motives of this World—— Again, 
gion!!! ——God knows no Honour from any Worſhip, or 
F e Profeſſion, or Practice, proceeding from ſo mean a 
s ge- Root, (i. e. as merely a Regard to this World,) 
Areu and delights in none, but what ariſes from a 


do a © true Belief in him, and is founded upon the %- 


upon © tives of another: H/orld.” His Lordſbip's Meaning is 
ſo clearly expreſs d on this Argument, that tis 
impoſſible for Words to make it plainer; and the 
aporiſ Dean is gnilty of an unpardonable Inſult upon eve- 
rayingl ry Reader's Underſtanding, when he thus perverts 


ͤ—— —; . 
ligati I will ſay that for Dr. Cannon, he is a much fair- 


er, and more ingenuous Adverſary. He knew bet- 


ward ter than to oppoſe the Biſbop as aſſerting (what 
ly lor he never, I believe, once thought of) the Neceſſity 

y truly of an aldual and immediate Influence of our Hopes 
in tua and Fears,-in the Performance of every Duty; but 

it ve be declares againſt him, as teaching the general and 
nediangyy babitual. Beliet of a Future State to be neceſſary to 
otbel Religion. In Oppoſition to which, he roundly 


zote til affirms that à certain Perſwaſion concerning a Future 
e oppo Stare is not neceſſary to a Man's being Religious; 
and that a Man may be as truly Religious as he is 


J © ; bs - o 6 8 
Aotirei capable of being, without /aying Claim to any Pro- 
med Wiſer, or ſo much as having certain Expectations of 
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only by Faith, and to felt, in their Effect only, by 


good Earneſt, let him ſpeak out, and not only 


e & call'd Virtue and Charity, is truly Religion, even 


Bn, « but the Motives of this Worl 


N iy 
| | 
| ( 3 ) | 


Future Rewards after Death. This ſhews plainly; 4 
that the Doctor eſteem d the Biſbop to aſſert, not an = 


immediate and actual Regard to Future Rewards and ſc 
Puniſhments in every Action, but an habitual Belief b. 
of a Future State as revealed in the Goſpel, to be tt 


neceſſary to Religion. And nothing can be plain- 0! 
er, than that his Loradſbip oppoſes the Hopes and MY /* 
Fears of Futurity, not to any other Religious Princi- ſo 
ple, but merely to the Pleaſures, and Profits, and 
Honours now before our Eyes; which too often 
tend to make Men Hypocrites, but at beſt add 
not one Tittle to their Religion: Whereas the e- 
ternal Motives of another World, to be ſeen now 


Souls truly and fincerely believing in, and depend- 
ing upon God, reach the inmoſt Receſſes of Mens 
Hearts, engage them to practiſe every Inſtance of 

_ Uprightneſs and Sincerity, and are the only pro- 
per Motives to any thing that can be called 
This is the true, and genuine and moſt apparent 
| Meaning of that Paſſage, which the Dean was ſo 
much ſurpriz'd and aſham'd to hear from a Chriſtian 
| Biſhop. If he has a Mind to oppoſe his Lordſhip in 


teach, that the Belief of a Future State is not neceſſary 
to Religion; but alſo that © the Practice of what 1s 


c tho' it be founded upon, and guided by, nothing 
4. 1 muſt confels 

after what has been ſaid already, I ſhould not be 
much ſurpriz'd, tho I might be aſham'd to heat 
Chriſtian Divines aſſert ſuch Doctrine. 
gh. XXIII. But, indeed, it is, in Effect, aſſerted 
already. Dr. Cannon thinks it fo abſurd a Maxim 
to affirm that * the Belief of another World ' 
what alone renders our beſt Actions Religion, à 
it is the Principle within us from he 
et wee; ee flow} 


* 


« flow; and from whence when they do not flow, | 
« they ceaſe to be Religion”; I ſay, he thinks 2015 
ſo abſurd a Maxim, that he leaves every ſenſi- 
ble Reader to determine the Difference between 
the Biſhop and Himſelf, upon the Truth or Falſhood 
of it. I deſire the Reader to obſerve that the Bi- 
ſbop's Word, as they lie in the Anſwer to the Repre- 
ſentation, p. 152. are theſe—— © We are led by 
« C RHAIST to the firm Aſſurance of another 
« World; the Belief of which is what, Cc. I 
wonder why the Doctor left out this Part of the Bi- 
ſhop's Sentence. He has, indeed, ſcarce a Word of 
70 Chriſt in his ows Book ; but methinks he aſ- 
ſumes too great a Liberty in taking upon him to 
corre& the Biſhop's. But that which I wou'd ob- 
ſerve is this. I think nothing is more evident than 
that if Men have xo Belief of another World; if they 
have nothing to dread or hope for, beyond the 


Grave; then their preſent Intereſt and Advantage is 
all their Concern; and every Action they do, can 


flow from no other Principle, but. a Regard to thar. 
Now I can ſcarce think that any ſen/fible Reader will 


affirm, ſuch Actions, how Good ſoever in themſelves, 


do deſerve the Name of Religion. If the Doctor 
will ſay that Actions which flow from no other 


Chriſtian' of the ſame Opinion; except only the 
Dean of e wh VVVVVß! FRE ARG 
g. XXIV. But I go on to another Obje&ion of 
the Dean's, grounded upan the ſame Miſrepreſentation 
with the former. He © has heard (he ſays p. 101.) 
of many good Chriſtians, who have been trou- 
* bled in Mind, out of an Apprehenſion that they 

9 eee ee 
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* have been too much moved by Hope and Fear, 
« and. the Senſe of their Duty has had too little 
e Tnfluence on their Actions.“ I have heard of 
many ſuch too, and that their unreaſonable Trou- 
ble of Mind was owing to the idle Conceit of their 
Teachers, who thought it not ſuſſicient that Men 


„ 
: 


honeſtly diſcharged their Duty to God, upon the 
ught fir 


Motives and Encouragements he hath; tho 
to lay before them; but fooliſhly ſeparated: what 


Cans indeed, neyer be ſeparated, a Senſe of Duty 0% 
God, and the Deſire of their own Happineſs and Salu- 


tion; and repreſented the One, às inconſiſtent with 
the Other. The Dean, it ſeems, has ſo good an 


Opinion of theſe truly Fanatical Preachers ; that 


they ſhall have both his Doctrine and Example, to 
encreaſe their Number, and again perplex the Minds 
of ,honeſt Chriſtians about nothing. He adds 


He is now afraid another Care mult take place, 


« ſince in his Lordhip's Judgment, our beſt Actions 
e ceaſe to be Religion, if they flow from an Prin - 
e cCiple but the Hopes and Fears of Futurity. But 
he need not be at all afraid upon this Account; for 
if Men's good Actions flow from any good Princi- 
ple, of what Kind ſoever, his Lordſbip's Doctrine 
miniſters no Cauſe of Trouble to them, I have 
ſaid enough already, to convince any reaſonable 
_ Man, that tho' the Biſhop does not dare, like the 
Dean, and Dr. Cannon, to throw out the Belief of 
another World, as not at all neceſſary to a Man's be- 
ing Religious; yet he does not oppoſe the Hopes 
and Fears of another World to every other, or am o- 
ther Religious Motive; but to the Hopes and Pears 
and Motives of this World; the Force and Flattery 
and Tempora! Encouragements, of which he was 
ſpeaking. Indeed, the Biſhop does not ſo much 


as uſe the Words Hope and Fear, but Expreſſions | 


much more full and comprehenſive —— He fays © it 


Ds of the Eſſence of true Pigty to be built: up: 
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« on- real and unforc'd Faith in God, and a Fu- 


Charity, conſider'd as practis d under the Be- 
lief a ſupreme Governour and 


longs. calls Hopes and Fears, is, indeed, in the Bi- 


ture State“ And that Religion is Virtue ant 
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udpe ; to which _ 
Belief and Practice we are led by the Revelas 
tion of ſeſus | Chriſt in the Goſpel.” So that [) 
hat the Doctor, to ſerve his low Deſign, all & . 


ops on Words, a Comprehenſion of all Religious + 


rinciplet whatſoever. The Biſhop no wh ere ſa y 5 ( as 


ot true Religion, which is produc'd in Men mere- 


le of Mind to Perſons, whoſe Religion (as they 


\s for others, as they are no way concern'd in it, 


heir being troubled about it. 


$. XXV. What the Dean adds 


Fears and that the Security and Perfection 
of glorious Angels and bleſſed 


y by the Influence of Worlalj Motives and Conſi- 
lerations, without any regard to another World. 
\nd if this Doctrine ſhou d  occafion ſome Trou- - 


Spirits, ſhall not 
put an end to their Religion.“ Well, this muſt 
e granted, and what follows? Why, therefore it 
not neceſſary that Men, in the preſent State. 
zould be immediately influenc'd in every Action, by 
Hepes and Fears: of Futurity, in order to render 
ich Actions truly Religious; but they may be Re- 
tous out of a Senſe of Duty #0" God, &C. WE. 
kIi7ll 88 mene 


ſhe Dean would make him) that it is impoſſible 
o perform any Religious Duty without the imme- 
ate Influence of Hepe and Fear ; but that that is 


all it) flows from no better Principle than the Mo- 
ves of this World, it may be the better for them: 


0 I dare ſay, there is no manner of Danger of 


is altogether fo 
eign to the Argument, and grounded upon a repe- 
tion of his uſual Miſrepreſentation. He ſays, © That 
tis the. Imperfection of our preſent State which 
makes it ſo neceſlary to apply to our Hopes and 


thus the Dean has prov d, in his extraordinary way, 
what no Body upon Earth denies; and fights moſt 


(tho there was no need of it) that the Biſbop's Do- 
Erine is very different from this, und therefore 
whatever weight there may be in the Dean 's Argu- 
ment, that is not at all affected by it. But I think, 
agaſter all, there can be no concluding from what is 
not neceſſary to Religion in the other World, that 
therefore it is no more neceſſary in the preſent, St. 
Paul (we know) ſays, that without Faith it is impoſſi- 
ble to pleaſe God, or be Religious. Now the Perfecti. 
on of Bleſled Spirits ſets them as much above Faith. 
as above Hope and Fear: Their Faith is turned into 
Sight, as well as their Hope into Fruition. Will the 
Dean conclude from hence, that Faith, in our pre 
ſent State, is not neceſlary to Religion? Becauſe the 
Time will come, when we fall ſee God as he is, and 
the rapturous Sight will be ſo far from putting an 
end to our Religion, that it will | infinitely encreaſt 


to Religion, that Men ſhould: believe that God is, and 

| that be is a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him 

And yet after this manner, does the Dean moſt pro- 
foundly reaſon! n 
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this matter, for the Dean offers nothing but whit 
may be eaſily anſwer'd from what I have already 
had occaſion to obſerve. He wou'd be thought 


— 2 . 
— —— — 
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extravagant Aſſertion, that there is nothing neceſlar 
to a Man's being truly Religious, but only to 5 
lieve in God; and we meet with a Paſſage or two 


which look that way. But tis hard to be conſtant 
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couragiouſly without an Enemy. I have ſhewn already 


it, is this an Argument that it is not now neceſlary 


F. XXVI. I think I may here very ſafely lea e, 


ſometimes to concur with Dr. Cannon in his molt 


in Error; eſpecially for a Chriſtian to be: conſtant it 
ſuch an Error. And therefore when the Dean wi 
not ſo much upon his Guard, he very fairly bo 
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fully (as his manner is) contradicts his own Aſſer- 
tion. “ I will venture (ſays he, p. 104.) to tell the 
« Bifbop in few Words, that to believe in God, and 
* that ze is a Rewarder of them that diligently . ſeek | 


[ 
V . 


« Him is— ESSENTIAL to Nair So that 
it ſeems, after all this Clamour at the Biſop, it is 


Eſſential to Religion, to believe that God is @ Re» 
wardey of them that ſeek Him. When the Dean ſhews 
how God can be believ'd in as a Rewarder, without 
believingia Future State, he ſhall be acquitted of the 
Inconfiſtency 3 but till then, it will remain upon 
As to Dr. Cannon, I think it ſufficient to have 
ſhewn the Faſſbood and Abſurdity of his main Prin- We, 
ciple, that the Belief of a Future State is not neceſſary is 
a Man's being Religious, © The End this Doctrine 
« was intended to ſerve, or what the Doctor had 9 
* in his Thoughts to oppoſe, in aſſerting it, ſhall _ 
make no part of my Concern. I have laid down , 
my Thoughts in oppoſition to it, in few and plain 
Words, which the Doctor may either neglect, or 
deal with as he judges moſt for his purpoſes“ 
own I was ſurpriz'd and concern d to hear ſuch Do- 
arine aſſerted by Chriſtian Divines ; and cannot but 
ink it in its proper Place, when it appears amongſt 
Jeifis and Iufidels, and the Enemies, not only of _ 
evelation, but of all Religion. I might ſay it is 
nough to make the Ears of a Chriſtian to tingle; 
nd ought. to make him read with Caution, Writers 
d fond. of their own Notions, as to take ſuch *© _ 
eps to defend them. But things of this Na- 
re have been ſo much abas'd of late, that I am 
"ay aſham'd to repeat them upon the juſteſt Oc- 
a oO ß oO 
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